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Dung Beetle Assessment
Site Scorecard

Date

Location Name

Habitat Type

Sward Height (approx)

Grid Reference

Surveyor Name

Average Site Score:
An average of the top 50% pat scores (highest scoring half)
Take the average score (scored up to 50) & multiply x2

%

Useful Quick Notes On Measures:
A pat = 1 cow pat = 1 horse pat = 12 sheep dropping patches = Other equivalent
6 pat samples from each of: Sun and Shade
Dung too liquid to pick up – don’t sample & record pat dung type ‘Runny’ for scoring 
Lots of holes on the underside of dung is a hole approximately every 1 cm
Holes more than 1.5cm wide are about a size you can fit an adult’s little finger in 

An average site score over 50% is moderate health & over 80% very healthy for dung beetles

Use this chart to differentiate the types of beetles

Aphodiines
44 species

Approx. 3-13mm in length

Onthophagus
8 species

Approx. 4-11mm in length

Geotrupidae
8 species

Approx. 8-26mm in length




